Foe, many hundreds of years, ever since the beginning of the Christian Era, religion has been publicly concerned with the mitigation of sorrow and suffering. In the early history of these islands, when civilisation, as we understand it, had not yet laid her soft injunctions upon our ancestors, and even their virtues were of a severe and barbaric order, we find it was the religious bodies alone which recognised a duty to the sick and gave them shelter and tendance. We read that, neg-
lected by all others, these offices were performed with almost superstitious reverence by the monks and friars, and just as in our 
